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I have said for the welfare of Western Aus-
tralia. !f 1 should not have the honour to
be returncd again, I can conscientiously say
that I bave done my duty without fear or
favonr; and as long as 1 ean say that to
the people, 1 am not afraid. T thank hen.
members for giving me so attentive a hear-
ing. \Whatever I have said, and particnarly
what [ have said about group settlement,
has been uttered without any .party feeling
whatever.

On motion by Mr. Davy, debate ad-
Journed.

House adjourned at 1044 p.m.
Legislative Council,
Thursday, 12th Adugust, 1926,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
pa., and read prayers.

QUESTION—MINING, MEDICAL EX-.
AMINATIONS,

Hon. J. CORNELL asked the Honorary
Minister: 1, Are any returns available show-
ing what percentage of the 674 tubercular
and silicotic cases recorded, resulting from
medical examinations wunder the Miner's
Phthisis Act to 30th June, 1926, were em-
ployed as—{(a) underground workers; (b)
dry crushing plant workers; (e} other sur-
face workers in metalliferous mining, prior
to examinafion? 2, The average length of
period of empleyment in each eatezory, or if
the period of employment extended to more
than one category, the average peried In
each? 3, If returns are available, will the
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Minister place them on the Table of the
House? 4, If not, and the necessary data is
available, and the preparation of such a re-
turn is not too costly, will such a return be
prepared and be made available to the
House?

The HONORARY MINISTER replied :
1, Returns referred to have not been fur-
nished to the Mines Department, but may be
available at the Health Laboratory, Kalgoor-
lie. 2, Answered by No. 1. 3, Answered by
No. 1. 4, The matter will be referred to the

‘Medical Offieer in charge of the Health

Laboratory, Kalgoorlie, and if the informa-
tion is available, and the compilation not
too eostly, it will he provided to the House.

COMMITTEES FOR THE SESSION.

On wmotion by the Honorary Minister,
Sessional Committees were appointed as
follow :—

Standing Ovders—The President, the
Chief Secretary, Hon. J. Cornell, Hon. A.
Lovekin, and Hon. J. Nicholson.

Library.—The President, Hon. A. J. H.
Saw, and Hon. J. Ewing,

House.—The President, Hon. J. Cornell,
Hon. E. H. Gray, Hon. Sir Edward Wit-
tenoom, and Hon. G. Potter.

Printing—The President, Hon. A. Love-
kin, and Hon. W. H. Kitson.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY,
Sixth Day.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. W. T. GLASHEEN (South-East)
[4.35]: At the outset I desive to associate
myself with the weleome that has been ex-
tended to the new members. I am very mind-
ful of my initial entry in this Chamber and
of the kind expressions of welcome tendered
to me on thaf occasion. I well remember
how helpful they were to me, and in extend-
ing my welcome to the new members, may
I hope that it will aid them to get the
correct atmosphere of the House, as did the
remarks of hon. members to me when I
made my first appearance on the floor of the
Chamber? As one of the newly re-elected
members, may I also tender my thanks to
the previous speakers who congratulated us
upon our return? Naturallv we are pleased
to be here, and that fecling is made the more
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pleasurable becanse of the copgratulations
of the 0ld members and their intimation that
they are pleased to see us amongst them
again. Mingled with the natural feelings
that suel congratulations engender, there is
a distinet note of regret respecting former
members who are no longer with us. I think
it was your good sclf, Mr. President, who
assured me, when I was first elected, thaf the
longer I was in the Chamber the more I
wonld become convinced that it was a non-
party louse. I am sorry to say that my
experience so far has not borne ount that as-
suranee. I was one of the organisers for
the Federal electidbn campaign and took some
part in the organising work for the last
Legislative Council eleetion. I found dur-
ing the former campaign, that the party
spirvit and party division was most mani-
fest, and I found it equally so during the
Couneil elections. T ecannot help believing,
in spite of the assuranece you gave to me,
Mr. President, that if we are divided along
party lines outside the House, we must, to
a great extent, be divided similarly omn the
floor of the Chamber.

on. B. H. Gray: Unquestionably.

Hon, W, T. GLASHEEN : If we have
vegard to the division lists on Bills last
session, we find the party division was as
clearly marked then as in the Assembly.

Hon. E. H. Harris: That is not correct.

Hon. W, T. GLASHEEN: Tt is just a
question of the point of view.

Hon. E. H. Gray: The party spirit was
shown all along.

Hon. J. R. Brown: That is so.

Hon. J. Cornell: The hon. members inter-
jecting are in a different position. They dv
attend caueus meetings, and are party
representatives. I do not attend caucns
meetings. That is the difference.

Hon, W. T. GLASHEEN : No matter how
desirable or capable an individual may be
in these times, if he is standing against the
interests of a stronger party, he must gn
to the wall. With respect to the Address-
in-reply there seems to be a tendeney to
belittle the references contained in that
Speech, I have heard it said that there is
not mueh in the Address and that little new
legislation is indieated. I differ from that
contention. T do not take the fact that
many new Bills are not mentioned as an
indication of lack of material. The
fuct that a large number of Billg
may be before us ineclines some pen-
ple to believe that important work is to he
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done. We are inclined in these days Lo
consider that the remedy for all social anl
mdustrial ills is to pass a Bill, or to secuge
au award in the Arbitration Court. 1 would
uiuch prefer to give intelligent attention
o legislation already passed and I contend
that is what we are not doing. The tend.
ency is rather to heap Bill after Bill upon
the statute book. My idea about legislation
is that 50 per cent. is not honoured, and
respecting the remaining 50 per cent. even
lawyers do not wunderstand it!  Not
fong ago in the Federal arena we had
the spectacle of eminent legal authorities
giving opinions on important questions
arising regarding deportation. Those legal
gentlemen informed the Federal Govern-
ment that they eonld do certain things, but
when the matter was taken to the IHigh
Court it was found that the legal opinions
obtained were all wrong, thus indieating
that even the lawyers do not understand the
lerislation passed.

Hon. E. H. Harris: They differ. that is
all,

"Hon. W. T. GLASHEEN : They were
unanimous in saying that the Coustitution
Act Amendment Act was legally impossible.

Hon. E. H. Harris: That was the High
Court. The lawyers differed regarding the
advice tendered.

Hon. W. T. GLASHEEN: That is so.

I cannot subseribe to the  assertion
thaut the Governor's Spesehh was  not
important. In taking wup that atti-

s0 because never before in
the history eof responsible Government in
W estern Australia, have we been faced with
such large financial propositions for the
future. It is intimated in the Speech that
millions of pounds are to be spent, and il
we did nothing else but watch how that
money was spent and gave consideration to
how it was to be spent, then fhe present
sesston might be regarded as more import-
ant than many past sessions. We are told
that we can obtain this money cheaply. 1
hope we do not leok upon the money in the
same way as Mark Twain regarded the
proposition when he purchased a million
mousetraps—because they were cheap. He
had to hawk them about for the rest of his
life because he found that other people
thought the mousetraps shonld be cheaper.

Ton. J. I&. Brown: He should have im-
poried a few more mice!

Hon, W. T, GLASHEEN: T am not per-
suaded that it will be good for the State
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to avail ourselves of the money, merely be-
cause it is cheap money.

Hon. H. A. Stephenson: Would you not
like to have some yourself at 1 per cent.?

Hon. W. T. GLASHEEN: 1t will be no
good to us uniess the money is spent
judicionsly. I understand that the money
ean be obtained at 1 per cent. and that
the interest rises to 21% per cent. and ulii-
mately to the ordinary rate. My contention
is that when the time arrives for the repay-
ment of the prineipal, at which time it will
be carrying the ordinary rate of interest, if
we have not developed the country along
the best possible lines, it will be seen then
that it would have been befter had we never
availed eurselves of that inoney.

Hon. V. Hamersley: Hear, hear!

Hon, W, T. GLASHEEN ; Seeing that the
expenditure of these wmillions is mooted, I
regard the Governor’'s Speech as one of the
most important that has been presented to
any Parliament of this State. Certainly the
biggest financial considerations are con-
tained in it, I fistened with interest fo M,
Gray's speech and thought he was rather
inconsistent. He said he believed in the
abolition of the Upper House; he objected
to the franchise for this House and then
almost immediately told us that he was
awfully pleased to he back.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: He looks it, too.

Hon. J. R. Brown: When in Rome you
must do os Rome does.

Hon, W, T. GLASHEEN: If I was of
opinion that the Upper House should b
abolished, T would certainly be consistent
ic the extent of not taking a seaf in it. Mr.
Gray might find it diffieult to get some
people to believe him. T helieve him, but
thousands would not when he says he
wishes to see the Upper House abol-
ished. The hon. member appears to be
highlv contented and comfortable in his
seat. and I am sure he is not sincere in his
confention that this House should he
abolished. Tn almost the next breath the
kon. member said this House was a wonder-
ful power for good. If it is a wonderful
power for geod, why abolish it? Those two
stafements were in absolute conflict,

lon. J. Cornell: I thought he said that
it conld be a wonderful power for good.

Hon. W. T. GLASHEENXN: There is a Min-
ister in another place who seems to be in a
terrible staie of anxiety ahout this House
and its franchise. Quife recently he said

. that the couniry had thought fit to send him

tv Parliament, and that he had been ap-
puiuted to onme of the most important
politieal positions in the Parliament of the
Staie. “At the same time,” he added, “I am
denied a vote for the Upper House.”

Hon. E. H. Harris: We know it is his own
fault; he is qualified two or three times
over.

Hon. W, T. GLASHEEN : I believe that
gentleman, belore he entered Parliament,
had a job as industrial advoeate, earrying
a very tasty salary. Ile has been in Par-
liament for six years drawing another de-
cent salavy, and particularly during the last
couple of years, he has enjoyed a top-notch
salary. This worthy Minister tells ns he
has a terrible set on capitalism. If what he
slates is correct, that e bas not a vote for
the Upper House, he must be one of those
miser capitalists who is socking his wealth
away, not putting it into houses or doing
spmething that would make work for his
less fortunate fellow beings; and so he is
doing what a genuine eapitalist would never
do. If a man, pretending to take a leading
part and occupying a high position in the
political life of the State, has not a vote
tfor the Upper House—well, he ought to
have one. When a man occupies a respons-
ible public position and has no stake in the
country, we have a very slippery hold on
him. For my part, I would kiek hiw: out.

Hon. J. R. Brown: A lot will go before
he does.

Hon, W, T. GLASHEEN: T cannot he-
lieve that some members are so anxious to
sea this Honse abolished. There is a good
deal of the tongue-in-the-cheek about their
expressions. [ know the people who par-
tienlarly desire the abolition of this House;
they are not members of Parliament, but
are the people in and bhehind the Trade:
Hall.

Hon. E. H. Gray: The rank and file.

Hon. W. T. GLASHEEN: It is said that
Parliament ean never rise above the level
of the pecple who elect its members, and
it the industrialists and the rank and file
of the Trades Hall consider that this Hou~e
should be abolished, the members repre-
senting them in anofher place have to wear
a smilinz face and pretend to go about giv-
ing effect to their wiches. Jlinisters in an-
other place have often said under their
breath, “Thank Ged we have an Upper
Hounse.” They know the fallacy of the cery
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for the abolition of this Chamber, and they .

know the chaos that would result if it were
abolished.

Hon. E. H. Gray: Queensland has man-
agod withonut an Upper House.

Hon, W. T. GLASHEEN: We require
more experience of Queensland without an
Upper House before we ean jndge. I lis-
tened with considerable interest to r.
Iiwing’s speceh. There is an old adage that
coming events cast their shadows. It was
true a long time ago, and it is egually true
to-day. I congratulate Mr. Ewing upon
his speech, which was the best I had heard
trom him, but any easnal visitor to this
House, listening to him, might have heen
pardoned for concluding that he was speak-
ing, not on the Governor’s Speech, but on
Sir James Mitchell.

Hon. J. Ewing: Why shouldn’t T2

Hon. W. T. GLASHEEN: During this
dehate a member is entitled to talk about
anything.

Hon. J. Ewing: And he is worth talking
ahout.

Hon. W. T. GLASHEEN: I was about
to say that, I give Sir James Mitchell all
the credit due fo him. He has been one of
our statesmen. He was prominent in in-
angurating the agricultural policy of this
State. He had the courage of his convie-
tions on the question of settling the out-
lying areas. He sent civil servants out there
when practically everyone else thought he
was making a mistake.
foresight was that not five per cent. of thosc
c¢ivil servants proved a failure. But I can-
not subseribe to the view that the satisfae-
tory condition of our finances generally is
due to Sir James or that he deserves so
much eredit as Mr. Ewing would give him.

Hon. V. Hamersley: To whom wounld you
give the credit?

Hon. W. T. GLASHEEN: I give Sir
James Mitchell a share of the credit. For
the past nine years, however, we have en-
joyed consisiently good seasons and con-
sistently good prices for our produce. Tt
has rained when rain was needed; the sun
has shone when sumshine was needed. We
have had wonderful production and won-
derful prices, and these considerations, more
than Sir James Mitchell or any Government,
are responsible for the finaneial position of
the State. During the critical month of
September of last year, the Premier re-
marked in the corridor that he was more

The result of his
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eoncerned about the weather than waz any
farmer in the State.

Hon. J. R. Brown: He had heard the
song, “It ain’t gonna rain no more.”

Hon. W. T. GLASHEEX: With all due
respeet to Sir James Mitehell’s foundation
policy, the suecession of favourable seasons
has been wainly responsible for the improve-
ment in our finances. We have heard some-
thing about taxation. 3Mr. Ewing said that
unless we were careful how we taxed the
primary industries, and unless we relieved
them of some of the burden of taxation,
hefore long our primary producers would
be taxed out of existence. T.et me revert
to the 1924 session. TPractically one of the
first things the Labour Government did was
to tackle the taxation of land on the un-
improved value. At that time there was a
tax of 1d. in the pound on the unimproved
value with an exemption of £250. A Iill
was introduced providing for an inerease
in the tax from 1d. to 2d. and absolutely
wiping ounl the £250 exemption. Though
that multiplied the previous tax by two, it
was not so bad. Since then land valuers
have heen going through the country and
have completed their work over a great por-
tton of if, and in a greai percentage of
cases they have inereased the hasis of valu-
ation by 100 te 150 per cent. Therefore,
the Government reeeive not only double the
amount of tax but, hecause of the increase
of valuations, get a multiplication of it by
about four.

Hon. E. H. Gray: Do-you suggest that
the valuations are wrong?

Hon. W, T. GLASHEEN: I will not say
that, but T will say that the system wherehy
the valuations were arrived at is wrong.
The evil, however, does not stop there. Some
of the road boards have been compelled to
aceept the basis of values laid down by the
tazation officials, and where this has been
done, the road hoard rates also have
antomatieally donbled themselves. The sop
that allowed that Bill to pass through
this House was that an amount equnivaleni
to what was raised by the additional faxa-
tion would be handed back in the way
of reduced mailway freights. Tor the
life of me, 1 cannot see the slightest
difference in the bills for railway freight
that I pay. and T am sorry to have te con-
fess that there is a vast difference in the
cheque T have to send to the Taxation De-
partment.
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Hon. J. J. Holmes: The railways reduced
whisky 1s. per ton and cigarettes 5d. per
ton.

Hon. J. Cornell: The tax will be reviewed
again this session.

Hon. H. Stewart: Anyhow, this Chamber
s guiltless.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: It was ficed up in con-
ference,

Ion. W. T. GLASHEEN : Touching taxa-
lion generally, we hear protesis in every
divection about the imposition of taxes
upon primary industries, We lLear protests
cverywhere against the freight charged on
goods transported over our railways. We
hear protests against income fax; protesis
against everything. 1 think it was Mr.
Nicholson who said that unless we tackled
this problem in a sincere and practical way,
it would not he very long before primary
industry disappearved. 1 intend to show that
under the existing social or political pro-
gress, or any other kind of progress, it
would mnot matter 2 tinker’s curse to-
morrow to the primary industries if tha
whole of the {reights they pay were
entirely wiped off the slate and their goods
transported for nothing, They would not
be the slightest it better off if the land tax,
every farthing of it, were taken off, it would
not matter if every shilling of income tax
was removed as well. They wonld be in the
same position, if they had not to pay one
farthing by way of direct taxation, as they
are in at the present time. T defy
anyhody <cientifically to contradict me. We
will that the whole of these
burdens  were lifted from the primary
industries and were placed upon the
city.,  What would be the immediate
result 7 Do you think they would stay
there. XNot a bit of it. The first indication
that we would see of the transition stage
would be in the banking institutions, The
bank rate would he raised beeanse of the
inereased taxation in the cily, Then eovery
insurance company in the eity would raise
its premiums in order to get square. That
would neceessitate the business people send-
ing up the prices of commodities, whether
mannfactured locally or imported, to the ex-
tent of the tax ihat was levied upon them.
Then it wounld come upon the bottom dog,
the industrial wage earner. He would go to
the Arbitration Court where he wonld get
a corresponding wage rate. The banking
rafe would go up, the insurance preminms
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wouid go up, the manufactures and the cost
of the dislribution of guods of all kinds
would go up on the same ratio, and the
farmer wounld pay the difference in the
price of his fencing material, furniture,
machinery and all the other things of Lis
calling, and he wouid not be to the slight-
est extent in a ditferent position from thal
wltich he occupies now.

Hon. J. J. Holines: Then your contention
15 that nothing matters.

Hon. W. T. GLASHEEN: It does not
malter.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Then why worry?

Hou. W. T. GLASHELENXN: Unless you can
devise a sysiem of taxation whereby the tax
will stay where it is put, the primary
industries will ever Dlecome poorer. A
lot is said about how the farmers rob
the ecountry. I wish to goodness that
were s0. When I say that somebody must
devise a tax that will stay where it is put,
a tax that cannot be shifted, I wish to re-
vert to a wonderful underground method of
robhery that lhe present system allows to
continue, If we go back into the history
of this State, say, about G0 years, here in
the heart of the city you could have bhought
tlie best ten acres of land for as many
pounds or perhaps not as much, per acre.
[ ask any hon. member here to assess to-day
the value of ten acres of land in the eity.
Then I will ask: Who has ereated the
values?  Dud the owner of the land do
x0? The owner of the land in many cases
had less to do with the ereation of the
value than the little newspaper hoyv who
sells papers on one of the street corners.
The value was areated by the eommunity,
and that value, ereated by the commuunity.
should belong to the eommunity.

Hon. E. H. Gray: You will have to join
the Lahour Party.

Hon. J. R. Brown: Yes, you are twisting.

Hon, W, T. GLASHEEX : I am not twist-
ing. I am drawing atfention to a system
of economic robbery. Our system of justice
to-day is that if a starving kid stole eome
bread in any part of the ten acres I have
referred to, he would be immediately put
into gaol. This is a hig subjeet, and T intend
to say no more about it now.

Hon. J. Cornell: The tax that it seems
possible to eseape is the bachelors’ tax.

Hon. W. T. GLASHEEX : Some time ago
an expression of opinion was asked from
Professor Shann who, I believe, is the only
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professor of economics in this State. He
was asked to State whether a tax on the
unimproved value of land could be passed
on.  Professor Shann's reply was to the
effect that it could not be passed on, and
there is not one political economist that bas
not unanimously agreed that it cannot be
passed on.

Hon. J, Cornell: If he was as sound on
that as he was on the question of the issue
of paper money, his opinion is not worth
much.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Do T understand youn
to say that the land tax has been doubled?

Hon. W. T. GLASHEEN: Yes. What
I say is that it does not matter what form
of taxation is imposed. 1f there is no taxa-
ticn on land, the man at the end of the gun
is in the same position—he indirectly pays
the lot.

Hon. J. J. Hohnes: The landowners in
the city had their tax doubled at the same
time as the others.

Hon. W. T. GLASHEEN: Yes, but the
land tax in the city is nothing; it is in-
finitesimal eompared with the uncarned in-
crement:

Hon. Sir William Lathlain: I wish you
had to pay mine.

Hon. W. T. GLASHEEN: You pass
it on. I am not going to say that
this i5 good or bad; I am pointing
out that the primary industries are in
the same hoat whether they be taxed
direetly or not.  We must get down to
scientific tin tacks and think solidly about
it. Something has been said about satis-
factory migration figures. I believe they
are very satisfactory indced, but I am sure
we all regret that up to the present fime
we have not got the type of migrant that
will feteh some capital with him,

Hon. E. H. Gray: Youn will get him if you
pay proper wages.

Hon. W. T. GLASHEEN: 1 will have
something to say about that directly, On
this subjeet I read a letter in a newspaper
the other day the effect of which was that ahl
that it was necessary to do was to go to the
Arbitration Court, get an award and, hey
presto, everything in the garden would be
lovely, I think that sometimes we are in-
clined to go a fong way from home when
we might do better work closer to home.
At the present time the State does not in-
dulge in propaganda work or in the distri-
bution of literature in any of the Eastern
States. Im spite of that, however, we are
beginning fo advertise ourselves every day

in the Eastern States. Capital is eoming
here, particularly from South Australia, and
alt those who bring their thousands here,
create a great deal of employment for other
people. The poor men that we bring here
do nothing of the kind. Seeing that the
Eastern States, by the pressure of popula-
tion are placing their citizens away out into
the dry regions of the mallee, where some
of them are starving, it oeeurred to me that
we were showing a regrettable inattention
to possible migrants within our own borders.
Some time ago Sir James Mitehell, with his
usual foresight, arranged excursion trains
to go through the wheat helt and in that
way indicate to the business community the
great possibilities of our land. I would like
to see the prineciple of advertising our wheat
belt extend a bit farther from home. I do
not know whether there are any complica-
tions on the Commonwealth line that would
prevent the possibility of a suggestion I
have to make taking practical shape. That
suggestion is that we shonld have an exeunr-
sion train run from the Eastern States to
our wheat areas, when everything is ripe
for inspection. People bere shonld see the
possibility of inducing men with capital to
visit the State and they would excel them.
selves in the way of entertaining the visitors.
The trip of inspeection could be made at the
time when the Royal Agricultural Show was
in progress. I know of no more practieal
snggestion, the effect of which would be to
draw the attention of the Eastern States to
ihe great possibilities of this country.

Hon. J. R. Brown: What would yon have
to show them on the Nullabor Plairs?

Hon. W. T. GLASHEEN: We wonld not
invite them to inspeect the Nullabor Plains;
our desire would be to show them our wheat
belt. Let me refer to the subjeet of arhitra-
tion to which Mr. Gray alluded just now,
The Arbitration Court is something like the
story from the Arabian Nights treasure
honse. All you have to do is to put in your
application for ap award and then talke vwour
pick. If an award of the conrt is given
now, every thing in the garden is lovelv.

Hon. E. H. Gray: Who said that?

Hon. W. T. GLASHEEN: You said so.
If the rural workers were brought under
the operation of an award of the cowt
whereby the farmers had to pay higher
wages, the unemployved problem wounld he
solved. That is the hon. member's conten-
tion.

Hon. V. Hamerslev: It would intensify
the unemployed problem.
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Hen, W. T, GLASHEEN: Of course it
would. Let us tollow this reasoning a little
further. I will try to trace one of the
sequences of arbitration awards and I will
take the Wyndham 1leat Works. We have
an Arbitration Court award there in all its
nakednes<. 1 believe that when a man signs
3 coniract to be employed for a certain time
at Wyndham, there iz almost a provision
15 to the amount be is to receive while he is
signing his name.  All these pettifogging
ittle vonsiderations are arranged for. If a
man went to Wyndham forgetting his py-
juma~ and had to come bhack for them he
would be allowed his travelling expenses.
Let me draw attention to the following ex-
ract from the Federal “Hansard.” 1 do
wi know whether the statement is troe, but
[ know it was made by a senator, *hat it
1as not heen denied, und that were it not
rue it would have been denied. Here is
he excerpl.

Some time ago meat works were established
it Waindhwm, in the north-west of Western
Australin,  Theoretically it appeared o good
wopasifion ta assist small cattle-hreeders, who
wd difticulty in finding o market for their
stock; bt on March 283, 1923, the Coloninl
Seeretary of Western Australia, wihe adminis-
v the department controlling the ment works,
said that during the preceding year 107,000
wiad af eattle had heen treated, for whieh
430,000 had been paid, and that during the
same period £377,000 had been paid in sal-
wies and wapges.  In other words, the Govern-
uent paid £4 ¥s. 6d. a head for the eattle, and
said those who handled them £5 s, 94, a
qwead for skinning and dressing them.

Hon. J. J. Helmes: That is quite right.

Hon. W. T. GLASHEEN: The report
~ontinnes—

Those fizures, which do not inelude shipping
mnd other charges that bad te be incurred in
seder to plaee the meat on the London market,
ndicate the extent to which development is
wing refarded in this glorions country, with
ts vast open spaces.  Similar fignres could he
wotueed in connection with many other prim-
wry industries in Australia,

Now let us follow the sequences of my
Priend’s reazoming, I it costs more to skin
1 bewst than the producer gets for growing
Ibat beast, how unsound is the position!

Hon. E. . {iray: The farming industry
has to wo o long way vet hefore that positign
will he reached.

Hon. W. T. GLASHEENXN: Unfortunately
‘he indnstry is very near it now. However,
that is the position set up by the excessive
sputs reanlting from an Arbitration Court
ward. So the squatter who may be produe-
ing cattle or sheep cannot show a profif, and
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in cvonsequence does hot provide bhioseif
with naterial to the extent he would if his
position were more satisfastory.  He re-
yuites windwills, wells, transport, practically
everyibng that every otlier primary pro-
ducer reguives; yet because of the excessive
charges on lus production, he is compelled to
eurtiil his activities, with rhe vesult that he
employs less labour than he would otherwise
do. Let us follow my £riend’s reasoning a
little further. Lately we were told that the
Federul authoritios had wiped off approxi-
nwately £800,000 on aecount of soldier settle-
ment. [ want to know why that had to be
done; it was hecause tho soldier scttiers
could not pay wages, Yet wy riend would
have them compelled to pay under an arbi-
tratien award that, in his «pinion, would
ereate an industrial paradise. Take onr own
group scttlement: they are hard up azainst
the financiul wall, and if an Avbitration
Court award were inilicted upen them so-
morrow, they would have to pull out.

tlon. Tl M. Gray: Group settlers do nol
employ labounr.

Hon., W, T. GLASHKLEN: That is an ex-
traordinary statenent, for evervbody doing
anvthing at all has to employ labour, Then
our conditional purchase settiers with liabili-
ties to the Agricultural Bank are hard up
against it and cannot get any further. 11
an Arhitration Court award were intposed
upon them, the possibility is they would
walk off their holdings. So if that is the
plan my friend has for ercating an industrial
paradize, I disagree with him. :

Hon., ¥. 0. Gray: If vou turn wp “Han-
sard” you will find [ said nothing of the
sort,

Hon, W, T, GLASHETN: It is not what
is in “Hansard,” but what is in your head.

Hon, }. J. Holmes: There is nothing in
that.

Hon. W. T. GLASHEEX: T am pleased
to sec that eonsiderable progress in railway
cong{ruction haz heen made and a nunber
of further railways promized, including the
Kalgarin-l{ondinin railway. That is a won-
derful disirict, and it has a wonderful peo-
ple. They have waited vears for this line.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: How long have ther
waited for it?

Hon. W. T. GLASHEEN: Some people
in an adjacent distriet have heen there

for 20 vears, 30 miles from a rail-
way. [t has heén said that because
of the evolution of motor traction there



228

is pot mueb necessity to-day to build rail-
ways to within 1214 miles of settlement,
At the Kondinin end of the proposed line we
have had a valuable experience. People out
3¢ mils from Nondunn, with no railway,
could not get their wheat in, Consequently
they floated a motor company amongst them-
selves and carted their wheat per motor lorry
at a eost of 1s. per ton nrle. There was good
back loading all the time, and the motor lor-
ries did other work in addition, notwith-
standing which within a vear the company
failed and beeame bankrupt. I contend that
despite skilled mechanies such as that eom-
pany employed, a motor company formed
expressly for a given purpose, such as
the transport of wheat, cannot hope to
snceeed. So we must not give mueh credence
to the statement that in view of motor frae-
tion it is no longer necessary to bring the
railways to within 1214 miles of the settler.
After all, it is not the question of getting
the wheat to market, but of the cost of get-
ting it there. No settler should be more than
14 or 15 miles from a railway. We were
all pleased to see that the Brookton-Dale
railway was to be constructed under the

Imperinl Migration  Seheme. It is an-
nounced in the Press that that line
was to be the first so constrneted. Iow-
ever, the Denmark-Pemberton line has

now been given priority, I sincerely hope
that as soon as that line is finished the gang
will be put on to the Brookton-Dale railway.
That railway is of more than parochial im-
portance when we consider the long-promised
Brookton-Armadale line. The whole ok
the wheat of the Kalgarin area has to

loop the loep twiece. First there
is a loop of 40 miles round Narrogin
until  Brookton is reached, and then

another loop of 40 odd miles. So this mean-
dering route iz 100 miles longer than if
would be if it went direct. Lately we have
learnt that some 22,000 powerful tructors
have heen imported into Russia for the pur-
pose of wheat production. Previeusly
Kussia planted her wheat by out-of-date
methods and thrashed it in  medimval
fushion.  Incidentally, German organisa-
tion is creeping into Russia with all that
new machinery. Given German organisation,
adequate machinery, a vast people and a
vast territary, Russia, it is easy to see. will
render the future of wheat at least unrer-
tain. Tt is all a question of efficiency, and
we cannot afford to have our whent {rans-
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ported an unneeessary 100 miles. I under-
stand there is some litile division as to the
route the Brookton-Dale railway should take,
bui 1 hope the contending parties will arrive
at some ecompromise, after which no doubt
the Government will construct the line. I
do not suhseribe to the idea that the Jlinis-
ter for Health is the best we have ever
had. He has put up the best results, but
noet because he is the best Minister for
Health. I believe we have had others just
as good as be. The poinf is that the enter-
tainment tax has been devoied to hospitals.

Hon. [, H. Harris: What do you think
of the incidenece of that tax?

Hon. W. T. GLASHEEN: 1t is all right.
Because of that inereased amount at his
disposal, the Minister has been able lo do
more than his predecessor. The Government
have allowed bim good latitude in point of
money, and in consequence he has done good
work. Our hospitals are very necessary, bui
principally they are dealing with effects;
they are not getting down to causes. T saw
in the Press lately a statement regavding
the Minister for Health in New South
Wales, and the ravages of cancer in that
State, 1 members will look at the Com-
monwealth Year Book they will see from
the figures what the position is. We know
that medical and surgicsl seience has gradu-
ally overcome practically every form of dis-
ease, but the Commonwealth Year Bool: dis-
closes the information that the infoads of
cancer are such that there is a large inerease
in the numher of deaths per thousand as
compared with other diseases. At the meet-
ing in New South Wales, where propaganda
was inaagurated for the raising of funds for
cancer research, it was stated that if the
present growth of cancer continued, in re-
spect of the ratio of deaths per thousand of
the population, in 20 years’ time, I think
it was, cancer would claim as its vietims one
out of every five persons who die. That 1s
an appalling position. 1 suppose these peo-
ple knew what they were talking about. It
it is the case, the question of public health
in this State bhecomes far more important
than we have realised. If the people of New
South Wales have secn fit to raize funis
to fight this scourge, the people of this State
should be animated by the same purpose.
What is applicable in the one ease is applie-
able in the other. Although the Minister for
Health has done excellent work, and could
hardly do more than he has done without the
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public being behind him, it would be well
that he should make an endeavour to follow
the lead given by New Sonth \Wales, and
it behoves the people of the State to sup-
port bim, I was particularly interested in
Mr. Ewing’s remarks concerning the gen-
eration of electric power at Collie. That is
a work which is long overdue. I remember
reading a statement long years ago by Mr.
Edison. He said he could not believe thai
we could be so out of date, almost medimeval,
as to mine coal, transport it thousands of
miles over oceans and rvailways, and dump
it down in some place where we¢ generate
clectricity, when we have the simple expedi-
ent of setting up electrical power at the pit’s
month and transporting that power over
wires at very little added cost to the eom-
munity. The truth of that statement is
borne out to-day. We talk aboui abolishing
unemployment and other industrial diffieunl-
ties, but we should first get down to the basic
principle of efficient produection of elec-
trieity, and devise a scheme for transport-
ing that electricity at a cheap rate. This is
a matter of national importance. I com-
mend the Collie people for bringing for-
ward the scheme, and I am pleased to know
that it may shortly be carried into practical
effect. I regret there is not a word in the
Speech eoncerning the Albany Harvbour. 1
do not know why it was omitted. There is
no finer harbour in the world, and geo-
graphically it is well situated. T was amazed
to read the statement in the Press that was
made by the Premier to the effect that the
people of Albany were whiners, and that
they were the chief and higgest whiners in
the State. No matter how they might whine
they have cause to whine sfill more. 'The
port has been sadly neglected, and I believe
it will continue to be neglected, because no
provision has been made in this year’s pro-
gramme of works for attention to be be-
stowed upon it. T hope the Government
will bear it in mind as well as the produe-
tion of the vast distriet that lies behind it,
and that we shall be able to get some amount
pui upon the next Estimates. [ am not sure
whether I believe in preference to unionists,
but I do think that if there is a union that
is fighting for a man’s interests, whether it
is a farmers’ union, a business union, or an
industrial union, and it is instrumental in
oblaining benefits for those who are asso-
ciated in that walk of life, a man is moerally
bound to join it.
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Hon. J. R. Brown: Quile right.
Hon. W. T, GLASHEEN: 1 do not, how-

ever, believe in Government interference
with tiie application of the methods.
1 know that Trades Hall stands for

the betterment of the worker, although
we may disagree with its principles.
I believe in 8 farmery’ union, and
in a business men’s union. My conten-
tion is that these unions should be gov-
erned entirely by the persons who belong
to them, and should never enter into the
sphere of Parliament, or be interfered
with by Governments or anyone else. As
things are to-day, it has been laid down by
the Governwment, or they have supported the
prineiple, that every man employed on Gov-
crnmentg works invelving the expenditure of
BState money, shall be compelled to join a
union. What would our Labour friends say
if to-morrow the United Party came into
power, and said that people could not get a
job in which public money was involved un-
less they politically and industrially sub-
seribed to their union?

Hon. J. Cornell: There would be a re-
volution.

Houn. J. R. Brown:
union.

Hon. W, T. GLASHEEN : When we
signed on to legislate for this State we
signed a declaration that we would legislate
as far as possible equitably all round.

Hon. J. R. Brown: And we are doing it.

Hon. W. T. GLASHEEN: If the Gov-
ernment are allowed to encroach upon that
declaration, and insist upon this prineiple in
connection with the expenditure of State
money, they will he prostituting their true
funetions. No government shoold allow a
principle of that smt fo creep into its ad-
ministration., The scales of justice should be
beld evenly balanced, and as fairly as pos-
sible. I protest strongly against this system.
It is an insidious business which should
never have been tolerated. No government
that gives support to this kind of thing can,
by any stretech of imagination, be held as
coming within the meaning of the word de-
moeracy. The Minister for Works is respon-
sible for the innovation concerning State in-
surance. I admire bis homanitarian methods
as we all must do. T lived in the mining
world and I know the game. I know what
the poor wretches engaged in the industry
are up against. I do not need to be told
that by anyone. A great mistake has in the
past been made by the mineowners and the

They would join the
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workers, Not long ago the prineipal mines
in Kalgoorlie were turning out a ton of gold
per month. They were fabulously wealthy.
1t is easy to see that the horse is out of the
stable when he has got out, but we do not
think so much about preventing him from
getting out. Al the time I speak of, if these
people had put by a proportion of their
earnings to provide for a rainy day, not
only witht regard to miners’ phthisis but with
regard to the duration of the industry, and
bad distributed some of the rich ore over the
low grade stuff, there is no doubt the mines
would have had a long life still before then.
The indusiry would not have blown out as
it has done.

Hon. J. . Brown:
in champarfne

Hon. W, GLASHEEN: The miners
who are suﬁmmg most from disease were
those who, in the early days, were making
the highest money. To-day the poor wretches
are down and out. They rushed back into
the smoke, and filth and the dirt to make a
little more money. I do not know what
they did with it. If they had bad the fore-
sight to take oul insurance policies for a
rainy day, they would have been much betler
off. I foresee a danger in an innovation of
this kind. I see no difference between work-
ers in mines who are rendered physically un-
fit for further work hy disease and other
workers who are also rendered wnfit for
work as a result of oecupational discases of
another kind.

Hon. J. Cornell: Compensation is only
paid by reason of a man having been in a
certain class of work,

Hon. W. T. GLASHEEN: 1f o man has
been in any ordinary employment he wili
have the same moral right to consideration
as the man who has worked in a mine, Both
should have insured their lives in times of
prosperity. Once the precedent is estab-
lished every man with every other diseasy,
and in danger of his life, has the same moral
claims for support. We do not know, there-
fore, where this will end. I admire the ia-
tention of the Minister, but T sce grave
dangers ahead of him. With other member:,
I congratulate you, Mr. President, on at-
taining vour high office. I hope you will live
long to adorn it and T am sure You are
cminently fitted for the position.

On motion by Hon. J. J. Holmes, debate
adjourned.

It was all blown up

House adjourned at 545 p.m.
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The SPEAIER took the Chair at 4.3(
pan, and read pravers.

QUESTION—WHITBY FALLS
HOSPITAL.

Mr. SAMPSON asked the Honorary Min-
ister (Ilon..J. Cunningham}: In view of the
action of the board of visitors of the Fos
pital for the Insane in (a) dirceting the at-
tention of the Minister that accommadation
at the YWhitby I'afls Mental Hospital was
not being sufficiently utilised; and (b) later
interviewing the Minister on the subject and
urging that more use should be made of this
hospital, has action, giving effect to the re-
commendation of the board of visitors in re-
spect to the added use of the Whithy Falls
Mental Hospital, been taken? Tf not, will
constderation be given?

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM replied: The
management of the Lunacy Department is
in aceord with the board of visitors in this
matter, and as many patients as possible
who, in the opinion of the hospital authori-
ties, are fit and wiliing to go, are being sent
to Whitby.

QUESTION—ROAD CONSTRUCTION,
FEDERAL AID.

Mr. ANGELO (for Mr. Stubbs) asked
the Minister for Works: In view of the an-
nouncement that the Federal Aid Roads Rill
bad passed through the Federal Parliament,
and in view of the impertance to this State
of the earlv constrnction of roads to ahsorb
the unemployed, especially during the winter
months, is it the intention of the Govern-
ment to hring in the neeessarv legislation
to ratify the agreement with the Common-
wealth Government before the completion of
the Address-in-reply dehate?



